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Support for Stryker's Claims
• Stryker's Flexible Cystoscopes featuring Vision Sciences ® EndoSheath ® Technology are designed to reduce the risk of cross-contamination by providing a sterile, single-use barrier between patient and device.
-"Endoscopes used in ENT practice are contaminated with various types of microorganisms as they pass across the mucosa of the upper airway. If these microorganisms are not removed before subsequent use, there is a risk of disease transmission to other patients. One method of decreasing this risk is the use of a sterile sheath that covers the insertion tube portion of the endoscope." (p2)
-"Endoscope sheaths cleared by the FDA as protective barriers (not all sheaths have been allowed this claim) have been demonstrated to be effective barriers to viral passage." (p6)
• The use of a disposable sheath eliminates the need for high-level disinfection between procedures-resulting in faster equipment turnaround.
-"The reprocessing step need not be high-level disinfection, but rather meticulous cleaning followed by intermediate-level disinfection." (p6)
-"This research supports the conclusion that proper use of an ENT endoscope sheath, meticulous cleaning of the endoscope, followed by an intermediate-level disinfection step, combined with careful aseptic technique, will provide the practitioner with an instrument that can be reprocessed in a timely manner and provide confidence that the endoscope/sheath combination is safe for patient use." (p7) 
CONCLUSIONS

Use of a sheath combined with intermediate level disinfection should provide a safe instrument for ENT endoscopy.
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